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Overview

• Farm to School Primer:
• What is farm to school?

• National Farm to School Network

• Illinois Farm to School Network

• Key Programs
• Illinois Harvest of the Month
• The Great Apple Crunch

• Who we work with.

• Illinois Local Food System



What is Farm to School?



Farm to School’s 
Core Components
Strengthening the connections that 
communities have with fresh, healthy 
food and local producers

• Procurement

• Local food in taste tests, 
snacks, and school meals

• Education

• Learning about agriculture, 
food, health, & nutrition

• School Gardens

• Hands-on engagement



What is the National 
Farm to School 
Network?



We are the Illinois 
Farm to School 
Network

Managed by Seven Generations Ahead 

Non-profit promoting the development of 
ecologically sustainable and healthy 
communities around the region





Illinois Farm to 
School Network

IL State Partner, National Farm to School Network

• Providing information, resources, advocacy, and a networking hub 
for communities to bring local food sourcing, school/community 
gardens, and food and agriculture education into child feeding and 
education settings across the state. 



Network 
Support & 
Resources
• illinoisfarmtoschool.org/ 

• harvestillinois.org

• Monthly newsletter

• In-person & virtual trainings

• One-on-one consulting

http://illinoisfarmtoschool.org/
http://harvestillinois.org/


Illinois Farm to 
School Coalition

The coalition is engaged in critical work to advance farm to 
school programs throughout Illinois, bringing healthier meals 
to school children, strengthening local economies and food 
systems, and reducing the environmental impact of 
industrially produced food.



Great Lakes School 
Food System 
Innovation Awards

InnovateSchoolFood.org



Two Grants / Four Year Cycle

INNOVATION 
COLLABORATIVE AWARDS

SPARK AWARDS

ROUND ONE
2024-2026

ROUND TWO
2026-2028

ROUND ONE
2024-2025

ROUND TWO
2025-2026

ROUND THREE
2026-2027

ROUND FOUR
2027-2028



These awards are funded through the 
USDA School Food System Transformation Challenge Sub-Grants Initiative

2025 Spark Awards fund projects that
need a short-term infusion of funds
for school food system and marketplace improvements, such as capacity-
building, planning, and product testing projects.

Award Range:
$30,000 – $100,000
Grant Cycle:
One year, with optional 4-month extension period
Grant Opening: February 14, 2025
Grant Closing: May 30, 2025
Project Timeline:
September 1, 2025 – August 31, 2026 



Harvestillinois.org

Illinois 
Harvest of 
the 
Month

https://harvestillinois.org/


Program Goals

PARTICIPANTS 
FEATURE LOCAL OR 
GARDEN FOODS ON 

THEIR OWN 
SCHEDULE

TEACHES KIDS ABOUT 
SEASONAL EATING  

DEVELOPS STUDENT 
ACCEPTANCE OF 
FRESH, HEALTHY 

FOODS

MAKES IT EASY FOR 
SITES TO BRING FOOD 
EDUCATION TO THE 

MEAL PROGRAM,  
GARDENS AND THE 

CLASSROOM

PROVIDES WAYS TO 
INCORPORATE 

WELLNESS WORK 
INTO FEEDING 

PROGRAMS

TEACHES PROGRAM 
STAFF HOW TO BUY 

AND CELEBRATE 
LOCAL FOOD



Our Participants

School year 2024/25 Year 7 Participation: 

• Estimated 433,000 children at approximately 651 
sites participating at: 

• K-12, ECE, feeding centers, summer feedings 
and boarding sites

• Juvenile Justice Centers 

• 90 garden sites

• 34 partner organizations and agencies

• 4 farm to school consortiums, coalitions, or 
groups 

• 2 out-of-state K-12 districts (IN and WI) 
joined Illinois HOTM.



The Great 
Apple Crunch

You can register here:  CRUNCH!

https://forms.gle/4CaHp1AHVjy2cCrVA


The Great 
Apple Crunch

• Midwest Great Apple Crunch regional event (IL, IN, IO, MI, MN, OH, WI)

• Celebrated every 2nd Thursday of October, and throughout Natl Farm to School Month

• In 2023 over 1,000,000 participants Crunched across seven states!

• The 2023 Illinois Crunch: 480,693 total Crunchers!

• Illinois Great Apple Crunch

https://illinoisfarmtoschool.org/great-apple-crunch/


Champaign Farmers 
Market Crunch 2023

Crunch at the 
Farmers 
Market



Our farm and orchard..
3709 Miller Road

McHenry, Illinois 60051, US

https://stadesfarmandmarket.com/

The Great Apple Crunch Education Day 
Event Wrigley Field September 2024

https://stadesfarmandmarket.com/


We Work With..



Where Farm to School lives.

Federal

• The Patrick Leahy Farm to 
School Program

• The Patrick Leahy Farm to 
School Grant Program

• Illinois USDA Farm to School 
Grant Awards

• USDA Farm to School Census, 
Illinois State Profile 2022/23

State

• IL State Board of Education Farm 
to Child Nutrition Programs

• IL Farm to School Network

• IL Farm Fresh Schools Program 
Act- currently unfunded

• CU Farm to School

• Greater Wabash Food Council 
Farm to School

https://www.fns.usda.gov/f2s/farm-to-school
https://www.fns.usda.gov/f2s/farm-to-school
https://www.fns.usda.gov/f2s/grant
https://www.fns.usda.gov/f2s/grant
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/5c469df2395cd53c3d913b2d/62959e68de4b8c4012a898de_Illinois%20USDA%20F2S%20Grant%20Awards.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/5c469df2395cd53c3d913b2d/62959e68de4b8c4012a898de_Illinois%20USDA%20F2S%20Grant%20Awards.pdf
https://farmtoschoolcensus.fns.usda.gov/census-results/states/il
https://farmtoschoolcensus.fns.usda.gov/census-results/states/il
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Nutrition-Farm-to-School.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Nutrition-Farm-to-School.aspx
https://illinoisfarmtoschool.org/
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=3115&ChapterID=17
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=3115&ChapterID=17
https://cufarmtoschool.weebly.com/why-farm-to-school.html
https://gwfoodcouncil.org/
https://gwfoodcouncil.org/


Thank you!
Contact us:
farmtoschool@sevengenerationsahead.org

mailto:farmtoschool@sevengenerationsahead.org
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